
HOW YOU CAN ADVOCATE FOR YOUR COMMUNITY OF INTEREST DURING REMAPPING

“We Draw The Lines” Community-mapping drive



introductions





WHAT IS THE REDISTRICTING PROCESS IN ILLINOIS

STEP 1

Legislators or local officials

draw the maps. For state

districts, Senate & House must

approve by simple majority.

STEP 2

The state maps are sent to

the Governor for approval.

STEP 3 (A)

Governor signs the map plan into

law and they become the

boundaries for the next decade.

STEP 3 (B)

If maps are vetoed or not approved, a commission is named.

Commission is an eight-member legislative redistricting  commission,

split evenly between the two major political parties. If it fails,

names of 1  GOP & 1 Dem are put in a hat and 1 name is selected

randomly.  this has happened 4 times in recent history and 3 out of

the 4 times, a name was pulled at random.



must follow requirements  in the Federal Voting Rights

Act and the Illinois Voting Rights Act

substantially equal in population

districts must be compact

contiguous

What are the requirements to draw maps in Illinois?



When redistricting goes wrong: gerrymandering



Gerrymandering is voter suppression and

has stifled electoral competition.



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO STOP GERRYMANDERING?

DRAW YOUR COMMUNITY OF INTEREST AND MAKE

YOUR VOICES HEARD!



A community of interest is a population that shares

cultural, historical, demographic or economic

interests. Communities of interest do not necessarily

share the same political viewpoints or support for

certain candidates or political parties.



Does your community have a shared history of being from the same country of origin?

Does your community depend on soybean and corn fields as its main economic activity? 

Does your community have an art or theater district that is vitally important to its identity?

Does your community have a shared language or cultural traditions?

Does your Community have commonly understood natural boundaries that should be respected?





Map Drawers ignore communities of interest

Map Drawers define communities of interest

Communities define communities of interest, and Map

Drawers listen and  Respect that Input.

1.

2.

3.

When it comes to map drawing, there are three ways

for considering COIs:





www.representable.org/drive/we-draw-the-lines/









Add zip code or address





BREAKOUT GROUPS 



ASK YOUR LAWMAKERS TO KEEP YOUR COMMUNITY OF INTEREST TOGETHER 

www.changeil.org/legislator-map/



GET
INVOLVED

BE INFORMED.

FOLLOW US.

 

 

SPREAD THE WORD

 

@CHANGEIL

CHANGEIllinois

CHANGE Illinois
www.changeil.org

Sign up for our newsletter



QUESTIONS?
COMMENTS?

 
THANK YOU!


